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www.nevadapife.com/advisory council Advisory Council on Family Engagement 

More than 30 years of research indicates that family 
engagement is key to student achievement,  hich is 
the primary goal of the Legislature, the Department 
of Education, and the 17 school districts. Te Advisory 
Council has been established to build the scafolding 
necessary to unify various federal and state 
requirements for family engagement implementation, 
assessment, and accountability. 
(AB224 & NRS 385.600) 

Standards for family engagement  ere developed 
based on decades of research. Nevada’s state and 
district policies are based on these six standards.  
Te Advisory Council continues to build the 

frame ork for family engagement based on these 
six standards. 

Te Advisory Council  ill provide researched and 
efective family engagement practices to schools and 
districts. Current kno ledge and research on family 
engagement  ill be shared through a database of 
resources to help inform classroom and school practices. 

Advisory Council on Family Engagement & 
Nevada De artment of Education Offce of Family Engagement 

family engagement 
is key to 

student achievement 

E F F E C t i v E  F A m i l y  E N g A g E m E N t  P r A C t i C E s 

Advisory Council on Family Engagement members 

David Flatt 
Family Representative Southern Nevada 

Teri Jamin 
School Board Trustee Rural Nevada 

Senator Ben Kieckhefer 
 ppointed by Majority Leader 

Barbara Clark 
Chair; School Board Trustee Metro 

Dr. William “Toby” Holmes 
Vice Chair; Public School 
Representative Southern Nevada 

Denette Corrales 
Private Industry Representative 

Assemblywoman Olivia Diaz 
 ppointed by Speaker of the House 

John Kirtley 
Nevada PT  Representative 

Deanna LeBlanc 
Public School Representative 
Northern Nevada 

Leticia Servin 
Family Representative Northern 
Nevada 

www.nevadapife.com/advisory-council 

monie Byers, Family Engagement Consultant 
Nevada Department of Education 

700 E Fifth Street, Suite 110, Carson City, NV  89701 
(775) 687–9168  www.nevadapife.com 

ExAmPlEs 

Te teacher collaborates  ith families to establish an equal voice in 
all decisions (early on) that afect their child. Te Teacher identifes 
 ays in  hich he/she can include and consult families in decisions 
that afect their student. 

Encourage families to become active  artici ants in the school 
system (as applicable, in conversation or in  riting) to attend school 
board meetings and planning meetings (as scheduled by principal or 
district). 

Identify and connect families from 
diferent cultural backgrounds, that 
represent the overall school population, 
to be part of family leadership 
council/group. 

• Use surveys to garner family 
input on homework, their 
understanding of what is go-
ing on in the classroom, etc., 
and use the input in develop-
ing changes in the classroom 
and in family engagement 
activities 

• Provide names of diverse 
families in your classroom, 
that refect the schools’ 
student population, to school 
committees such as on 
School Improvement Plan, 
discipline, etc. 

• Encourage families to join 
their school’s PT s, PTOs, etc. 

• Provide information 
about school and district 
committees to your 
classroom families 

• Encourage family(s) to take 
on a leadership role in 
developing activities in the 
classroom or in reaching out 
to fellow families, in partner-
ship with the teacher 

• Hold an evening where 
families can discuss barriers 
to being involve and brain-
storm possible solutions 

shAriNg POwEr 5 

Effective Classroom Family Engagement Practices 
Based on the six standards (Continued) 

ExAmPlEs 

Te Teacher informs families about services, makes referrals to 
programs, and plans activities that provide expanded learning 
opportunities. 

Te Teacher makes sure partnership activities strengthen families 
and link to student learning. Te Teacher connects students and 
families to o  ortunities in the district and community. 

Invite community organizations and services to provide 
informational meetings on health/ ellness, recreation center 
services, etc. Tis  ill allo  families to get valuable information 
 ithout requiring transportation. 

• Create a community service day 

• Discover what community ties 
families have to businesses, 
expertise, etc. 

• Invite community leaders into the classroom to talk about 
opportunities in the community, and to mentor, read, or 
talk about their jobs 

• The Teacher takes students on feld trips to local businesses 

COllABOrAtiNg with COmmuNity 6 

Strengthen Families 
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www.nevadapife.com/advisory council Advisory Council on Family Engagement 

ExAmPlEs 

ExAmPlEs ExAmPlEs 

ExAmPlEs 

Te teacher uses data to sho  families ho  their children 
are doing:  Families can access  eekly, personalized student 
performance and/or assessment data and can use the 
information to describe ho  their child is doing related to 
the student’s individual goals, and to the class average for 
that grade-level. 

Te teacher helps families su  ort student learning at 
home: Families receive information and training on ho  they 
can support learning at home and create an environment 
conducive to learning. Tis information is tailored to their 
child’s s ecifc needs and details  hat their child needs to 
do to make progress to ard his or her academic goals. 

Families receive continuous individualized and actionable 
communication about their child’s learning and progress 
to ards goals. 

• Discuss student’s individual learning 
styles, family cultural experiences, 
strengths, and academic and 
personal needs 

•  sk and train families to actively 
review student data and help your 
student’s families to access grade/ 
attendance software or websites; 
provide time they can use the 
classroom computer 

• Create a family-classroom compact 
with a student achievement focus 

• Share throughout the year what 
students are learning and what 
good work looks like 

• Include information on standards 
and exhibits of student work at 
open houses and back-to-school 
nights 

• Hold literacy and math training 
nights (and other curriculum-based 
training and materials) with take-
home activities and handouts for 
for families to support learning at 
home 

• Offer interactive homework that 
involves families with their 
children’s learning 

• Provide information about program 
options, graduation requirements, 
test schedules, and post-secondary 
education and career options and 
how to plan for them 

suPPOrtiNg stuDENt suCCEss 3 

Te Teacher demonstrates  ositive educational environment for all students 
and their families by treating families in respectful and culturally sensitive 
 ays and  elcomes their engagement in the classroom.  

Te teacher’s interactions are su  ortive, courteous, and res ectful 
 ith students, families, staf, community members, and other professionals. 

Te teacher values, respects, and  elcomes families and sees them as assets 
in supporting student learning:  Te teacher engages families because he or 
she believes that all families  ant the best for their children and that family 
engagement  ill help students reach their achievement goals, regardless of 
families’ socioeconomic background or education level. 

• Have welcome signs in 
the classroom refecting 
the languages of your 
students families 

• Offer your students 
families varied volunteer 
opportunities that acknowl-
edge unique experiences 
and skills, at home and in 
the classroom 

• Make home visits the 
summer before school 
starts to begin building 
a relationship with each 
family 

• Work with your students 
families to help prepare 
their child’s year in the 
classroom 

• Offer your students and 
their families tours of the 
school and opportunities 
to visit, observe and 
volunteer in the your 
classroom 

•  ffrm student cultures and 
history in the classroom 
appearance, lessons and 
activities 

• Hold family related 
activities in the classroom 
at various times and days 
of the week to respect 
families work schedules 

• Hold activities at 
community locations 
instead of just in the 
classroom or schools 

wElCOmiNg All FAmiliEs 1 

• Track teacher-family contact frequency and content 

• Work with local family groups (P Cs, PT s, Boosters, 
etc.)—develop communication guidelines 

• Keep your student families informed of developing 
concerns in the school community 

Communication is regular, 
authentic, and two-way— 

families have avenues to 
provide input and respond 

Written and spoken interactions bet een families and the teacher are 
respectful and pleasant. Families and teachers kno  each other’s names. 
Starting in the beginning of the year, families receive  ositive, consistent 
information and affrmation from teachers on the importance of their 
engagement. Families receive regular, personal invitations to visit the 
classroom and engage in their child’s education. 

Tere is a system for meaningful, consistent home/classroom communication 
in place: Families receive frequent and consistent, individualized communica-
tion about their child that is positive, actionable, and linked to student learn-
ing and  rogress toward goals. In addition, families regularly contribute 
to communication vehicles and provide feedback on procedures and policies. 

Te teacher communicates  ith families in a manner and format that is 
accessible and easy to understand: Information for families is 
provided in a variety of formats, including phone calls,  ritten and translated 
 eb blasts, and home visits or meetings in community forums. Te teacher 
diferentiates communication for families  ith varying levels of literacy. If 
families speak a language diferent from the teacher’s, information is made 
available and meetings are conducted in the family’s native language. 

COmmuNiCAtiNg EFFECtivEly 2 

Te Teacher  orks  ith families to take advantage of 
resources and programs that su  ort student success 
(ex. tutoring, counseling, speech therapy, grade level 
transition, ELL Services, special education).  

Te teacher provides outreach to all families on ho  to 
access resources and advocate for their child. Te Teacher 
em owers families and encourages advocacy for students 
to resolve problems/conficts. 

Te Teacher provides technical assistance and empo ers 
families to navigate complex system such as GT, AP, IEPs, 
multi-tiered systems of support, family portal systems, etc. 

• Develop a family bill of rights 

• Use workshops, handbooks and 
websites, in languages and terms 
families can understand, to share 
classroom/school policies 

• Make it easy for families to meet 
and discuss concerns with the 
teacher and to examine their 
children’s school records 

• Hold an evening with your class-
room families and the guidance 
counselor to hear about resources 
and programs 

• Provide information and 
workshops about school grade 
and attendance systems 

• The Teacher, along with the 
families, develop clear procedures 
for resolving concerns or problems 

• The Teacher welcomes families to 
bring in an advocate to help with 
their child’s success 

• The Teacher invites families, at the 
end of the year, to hear from 
colleagues in the next grades to 
learn what their child will be learn-
ing and what the expectations are 

sPEAkiNg uP FOr EvEry ChilD 4 

www.NevadaPIFE.com/programs-intitiatives 

Collaborating 
with Community 6sharing 

Power 5s eaking u  
for Every Child 4su  orting 

student success 3Communicating 
Effectively 2welcoming 

All Families 1 

Te Teacher Empowers Families 

Learn about shAriNg POwEr and COllABOrAtiNg with COmmuNity on the next page 

Effective Classroom Family Engagement Practices Based on the six standards 

Effective Practices have been restated from many high quality resources on 
Family Engagement.  Please see the list of references on the website. 
For additional information on best practices in family engagement, please see: 
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